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KEY TO COURSE LISTINGS

AFAM Course subjects are listed by three- or four-letter abbreviations in
capitals. See the complete list of Subject Abbreviations.

MATH 1122 or b The letters “a” and “b” after a course number denote fall- and spring-
term courses, respectively. A course designated “a or b” is the same course
given in both terms.

Staft Multiple course instructors are commonly listed as “Staff.” Refer to
Online Course Information (http://students.yale.edu/oci) for individual
section instructors.

Prerequisite: Prerequisites and recommendations are listed at the end of the course
MATH 112 description.
Ls, HU Foreign language courses are designated L1 (first term of language

study), L2 (second term), L3 (third term), L4 (fourth term), or Ls
(beyond the fourth term). Other distributional designations are QR,
WR, HU, SC, and SO, representing quantitative reasoning, writing,
humanities and arts, science, and social science, respectively. See
“Distributional Requirements” under “Requirements for the B.A. or
B.S. Degree” (http://catalog.yale.edu/ycps/academic-regulations/
requirements-for-ba-bs-degree/) in the Academic Regulations.

Y Course cr Most courses earn one course credit per term; variations are noted.

RP A course designated “RP” meets during the reading period. See “Reading
Period and Final Examination Period” (http://catalog.yale.edu/ycps/
academic-regulations/reading-period-final-examination-period/) in the
Academic Regulations.

[ASTR 320] Courses in brackets are not offered during the current year but are
expected to be given in the succeeding academic year.

*HIST o12 A student must obtain the instructor’s permission before taking a course
marked by a star. All seminars are starred.

ITAL 310/LITR 183 A course with multiple titles, i.e., with two or more departments in the
title line, counts toward the major in each department where it appears.

TR The abbreviation “TR” denotes a literature course with readings in
translation.

English: Pre-1900 Lit ~ Courses with department-specific designations are applied toward the
requirements of certain majors. See the program descriptions of the
relevant majors.

HIST 130Jb, MCDB A capital J or L following the course number denotes a History

201Lb departmental seminar or a science laboratory, respectively.

Cognitive Science Related courses appear in departments other than their own (e.g.,

Courses: ECON 159 ECON 159 might be listed under Cognitive Science). Such courses may
count toward the major of the relating department.



BUILDING ABBREVIATIONS

AKW
BASS

BASSLB
BCMM

BCT

BK
BM
BML
BR
BRBL

C
CC
CRB

CSC
DAVIES

DC
DL
DOW
EAL
EM
ES
ESC

EVANS

GML
GRN
HGS
JE

JWG

KCL
KGL

LC

Arthur K. Watson Hall

Bass Center for Molecular and
Structural Biology

Bass Library

Boyer Center for Molecular
Medicine

Becton Engineering and Applied
Science Center

Berkeley College

Charles W. Bingham Hall
Brady Memorial Laboratory
Branford College

Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library
Connecticut Hall

Calhoun College

Class of 1954 Chemistry Research
Building

Child Study Center

Durfee Hall

Davies Auditorium, Becton
Center

Davenport College

Dunham Laboratory

Dow Hall

Electron Accelerator Laboratory
Edwin McClellan Hall

Ezra Stiles College

Class of 1954 Environmental
Science Center

Edward P. Evans Hall

Farnam Hall

Greeley Memorial Laboratory
Holcombe T. Green, Jr., Hall
Hall of Graduate Studies
Jonathan Edwards College
Josiah Willard Gibbs Research
Laboratories

Kirtland Hall

Kline Biology Tower

Kline Chemistry Laboratory
Kline Geology Laboratory
Kroon Hall

Lawrance Hall
Linsly-Chittenden Hall

LEPH
LFOP

LGH
LOM
LORIA
LUCE
LWR
MC
MEC
ML
OML
PC
PH
PM

PWG
RDH
RKZ
SB
SCL
SDQ_
SHM
SLB
SM
SMH
SML
SPL
SSS

STOECK
SY

TAC

TC

TD

uT

Laboratory of Epidemiology and
Public Health

Leitner Observatory and
Planetarium

Abby and Mitch Leigh Hall
Leet Oliver Memorial Hall
Jeffrey H. Loria Center
Henry R. Luce Hall
Lanman-Wright Memorial Hall
Morse College

Malone Engineering Center
Mason Laboratory

Osborn Memorial Laboratories
Pierson College

Phelps Hall

Peabody Museum of Natural
History

Payne Whitney Gymnasium
Rudolph Hall

Rosenkranz Hall

Sage Hall

Sterling Chemistry Laboratory
Sterling Divinity Quadrangle
Sterling Hall of Medicine
Sterling Law Building
Silliman College

Sprague Memorial Hall
Sterling Memorial Library
Sloane Physics Laboratory
Sheffield-Sterling-Strathcona
Hall

Stoeckel Hall

Saybrook College

The Anlyan Center

Trumbull College

Timothy Dwight College
University Theatre
Vanderbilt Hall

Welch Hall

Wright Laboratory

Wright Laboratory West
William L. Harkness Hall
‘Watson Center

Yale Center for British Art
Yale University Art Gallery



YALE COLLEGE CALENDAR WITH
PERTINENT DEADLINES

This calendar includes a partial summary of deadlines given in the Academic
Regulations (p. 33) and in the Yale College online publication Undergraduate
Regulations (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/campus-life/undergraduate-regulations).
Unless otherwise specified, references are to sections in the Academic Regulations, and
deadlines fall at 5 p.m.

FALL TERM 201§

Aug.26 W
Aug.28 F
Sept.1 T
Sept.2 W
Sept.4 F
Sept.7 M
Sept. 11 F
Sept. 16 W
Sept.17 TH
Sept.25 F
Sept. 26 S
Oct.9 F
Oct.14 W
Oct.15 TH
Oct.16 F
Oct.19 M
Oct.20 T
Oct.26 M

Residences open to upperclassmen, 9 a.m.

Residences open to freshmen, 9 a.m.
Required registration meetings for freshmen.

Required registration meetings for upperclassmen.

Fall-term classes begin, 8:20 a.m.

Friday classes do not meet; Monday classes meet instead.

Labor Day; classes do not meet.

Final deadline to apply for a fall-term Leave of Absence. See Leave of
Absence, Withdrawal, and Reinstatement (p. 59).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
full rebate of fall-term tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.

Final course schedules due for the Classes of 2018 and 2019.*

Final course schedules due for the Classes of 2016 and 2017.*

All students planning to complete degree requirements at the end of
the fall term must file a petition by this date. See Special Arrangements
(p. 68).

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the first half of the term
without the course appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from
Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
rebate of one-half of fall-term tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.
Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option to a letter grade in a
course offered in the first half of the term. See Grades (p. 40).
Deadline to complete applications for financial aid for the 2016 spring
term, for students not enrolled in the 2015 fall term. See Undergraduate
Regulations.

Deadline to apply for a spring-term 2016 Term Abroad. See Special
Arrangements (p. 65).

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the first half of the term.
See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

Classes begin for courses offered in the second half of the term.
October recess begins, 11 p.m.

Classes resume, 8:20 a.m.



Oct.30 F
Nov.13 F
Nov. 20 F
Nov.30 M
Dec.4 F
Dec.11 F
Dec.16 w
Dec.17 TH
Dec.22 T
Dec.23 w
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Midterm.

Last day to withdraw from a full-term course without the course
appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50)

and Grades (p. 40).

Deadline to apply for double credit in a single-credit course. See Special
Arrangements (p. 69).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
rebate of one-quarter of the term’s tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.

Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option to a letter grade in a
full-term course. See Grades (p. 40).

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the second half of the term
without the course appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from
Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

November recess begins, 5:30 p.m.

Classes resume, 8:20 a.m.
Last day to relinquish on-campus housing for the spring term without
charge. See Undergraduate Regulations.

Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option to a letter grade in a
course offered in the second half of the term. See Grades (p. 40).

Classes end, 5:30 p.m.; reading period begins.

Last day to withdraw from a full-term course or a course offered in the
second half of the term. See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50) and
Grades (p. 40).

Reading period ends.

Deadline for all course assignments, other than term papers and term
projects. This deadline can be extended only by a Temporary Incomplete
authorized by the student’s residential college dean.

Final examinations begin, 9 a.m.t

Examinations end, §:30 p.m.; winter recess begins.

Deadline for all term papers and term projects. This deadline can be
extended only by a Temporary Incomplete authorized by the student's
residential college dean.

Residences close, 12 noon.

SPRING TERM 2016

Jan.

Jan.

13
18

.19

.22

w

M

Residences open, 9 a.m.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day; classes do not meet.
Required freshman registration meetings, 9 p.m.

Spring-term classes begin, 8:20 a.m.
Upperclassmen pick up registration materials by § p.m. in their residential
college dean's office.

Friday classes do not meet; Monday classes meet instead.

Final course schedules due for the Class of 2019.*
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Jan.28 TH

Jan.29 F
Feb.5 F
Feb.12 F
Feb.26 F
Mar.2 w
Mar.s s
Mar. 11 F
Mar. 28 M
Apr.8 F
Apr.22 F
Apr.29 F
May1  su
Mays TH

Final course schedules due for the Classes of 2017 and 2018.*

Final deadline to apply for a spring-term Leave of Absence. See Leave of
Absence, Withdrawal, and Reinstatement (p. 59).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
full rebate of spring-term tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.

Final course schedules due for the Class of 2016.*
Last day for students in the Class of 2016 to petition for permission to
complete the requirements of two majors.

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the first half of the term
without the course appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from
Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
rebate of one-half of spring-term tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.
Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option to a letter grade in a
course offered in the first half of the term. See Grades (p. 40).

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the first half of the term.
See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

Classes begin for courses offered in the second half of the term.

Deadline to apply for a fall-term 2016 Term Abroad or a 2016—2017 Year
Abroad. See Special Arrangements (p. 65).

Midterm.

Spring recess begins, 5:30 p.m.

Last day to withdraw from a full-term course without the course
appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50)

and Grades (p. 40).

Deadline to apply for double credit in a single-credit course. See Special
Arrangements (p. 69).

Withdrawal from Yale College on or before this date entitles a student to a
rebate of one-quarter of the term’s tuition. See Undergraduate Regulations.

Classes resume, 8:20 a.m.

Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option in a full-term course to
a letter grade. See Grades (p. 40).

Last day to withdraw from a course offered in the second half of the term
without the course appearing on the transcript. See Withdrawal from
Courses (p. 50) and Grades (p. 40).

Last day to convert from the Credit/D/Fail option to a letter grade in a
course offered in the second half of the term. See Grades (p. 40).

Classes end, 5:30 p.m.; reading period begins.

Last day to withdraw from a full-term course or a course offered in the
second half of the term. See Withdrawal from Courses (p. 50) and
Grades (p. 40).

Applications for fall-term Leaves of Absence due. See Leave of Absence,
Withdrawal, and Reinstatement (p. 59).

Reading period ends.

Deadline for all course assignments, other than term papers and term
projects. This deadline can be extended only by a Temporary Incomplete
authorized by the student’s residential college dean.
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May 6 F  Final examinations begin, 9 a.m.t

May11 w  Examinations end, 5:30 p.m.
Deadline for all term papers and term projects. This deadline can be
extended only by a Temporary Incomplete authorized by the student's
residential college dean.

Mayi12 TH Residences close for underclassmen, 12 noon.

May13 F  Deadline to complete applications for financial aid for the fall and spring
terms, 2016—2017. See Undergraduate Regulations.

May23 M  University Commencement.

May24 T  Residences close for seniors, 12 noon.

*  Late schedules from all classes are fined and may not include the Credit/D/Fail

option. See Grades and Registration and Enrollment in Courses (p. 47).
T Please note that examinations will be held on Saturdays and Sundays, December
19 and 20 and May 7 and 8.
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FINAL EXAMINATION SCHEDULES

Rules governing the conduct of final examinations are given under Reading Period and
Final Examination Period (p. 52).

An examination group number is assigned to every course. Examination group
assignments are based on course meeting times, according to the following scheme.
Hours shown are the times at which courses begin:

(31) M, W, or F, 8:20 a.m.

(32) M, W, or F, 9 or 9:25 a.m. (22) T or Th, 9 or 9:25 a.m.
(33) M, W, or F, 10:30 a.m. (23) T or Th, 10:30 a.m.
(34) M, W, or F, 11:35 a.m. (24) T or Th, 11:35 a.m.
(36) M, W, or F, 1 or 1:30 p.m. (26) T or Th, 1 or 1:30 p.m.
(37) M, W, or F, after 2 p.m. (27) T or Th, after 2 p.m.

Note: With the exception of courses assigned to common examination groups, a change
in class meeting time will alter the examination time.

Courses with multiple sections but a common examination are assigned to an
examination group from (61) to (69). Typical assignments include (but are not
limited to): (61) foreign languages; (63) introductory-level English; (64) introductory
economics; (69) introductory mathematics.

The examination group (50) is assigned to courses whose times are published HTBA,
or whose times belong to more than one of the groups listed above.

Courses in group (o) usually have no regular final examination, concluding instead
with a term essay or other final exercise. Instructors of such courses may schedule a
regular final examination based on the course starting time.

Final examination dates and times for 2015-2016 are:

2015 9am. 2p.m. 7p.m. 2016 9a.m. 2p.m. 7p.m.
17Dec. Th (36) (34)  (31) 6MayF  (27)  (24)

18 Dec. Fr (22)  (33) 7MaySa  (69) (33)  (32)
19 Dec.Sa  (69) (24)  (37) 8 May Su (26) (31
20 Dec. Su (26) (27) oMayM  (63) (61) (22)
21Dec. M (32)  (23)  (63) oMayTu (37)  (23)  (36)
22 Dec. Tu  (64) (61) 11 May W  (64) (34)

A student who in a given term elects two courses with the same examination group
number will be charged $35 for a makeup examination. (See “Postponement of Final
Examinations” under Completion of Course Work.)



SUBJECT ABBREVIATIONS

ACCT
AFAM
AFST
AKKD
AMST
AMTH
ANTH
APHY
ARBC
ARCG
ARCH

ASTR
BENG
BIOL
BNGL
BRST
CENG
CGSC
CHEM
CHLD
CHNS
CLCV
CLSS
CPAR
CPSC
CZEC
DEVN
DRST
DUTC

EAST
ECON
EDST
E&EB
EENG
EGYP
ENAS
ENGL
ENVE
EP&E
ER&M
EVST
F&ES
FILM
FREN

Accounting

African American Studies
African Studies

Akkadian

American Studies

Applied Mathematics
Anthropology

Applied Physics

Arabic

Archaeological Studies
Architecture

Art

Astronomy

Biomedical Engineering
Biology

Bengali

British Studies

Chemical Engineering
Cognitive Science

Chemistry

Child Study Center

Chinese

Classical Civilization

Classics

Computing and the Arts
Computer Science

Czech

DeVane Lecture Course
Directed Studies

Dutch

East Asian Languages and
Literatures

East Asian Studies

Economics

Education Studies

Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Electrical Engineering
Egyptian

Engineering and Applied Science
English Language and Literature
Environmental Engineering
Ethics, Politics, and Economics
Ethnicity, Race, and Migration
Environmental Studies
Forestry & Environmental Studies
Film and Media Studies
French

G&G
GLBL
GMAN

GREK
HEBR
HGRN
HIST
HLTH
HNDI
HSAR
HSHM

HUMS
INDN
ITAL
JAPN
JDST
KHMR
KREN
LAST
LATN
LING
LITR
MATH
MB&B

MCDB

MENG
MGRK
MMES
MTBT
MUSI
NAVY
NELC

PERS
PHIL
PHYS
PLSC
PLSH
PNJB
PORT
PSYC
RLST
ROMN

Geology and Geophysics
Global Affairs

Germanic Languages and
Literatures

Ancient Greek

Hebrew

Hungarian

History

Global Health Studies
Hindi

History of Art

History of Science, Medicine, and
Public Health
Humanities

Indonesian

Ttalian

Japanese

Judaic Studies

Khmer

Korean

Latin American Studies
Latin

Linguistics

Literature

Mathematics

Molecular Biophysics and
Biochemistry

Molecular, Cellular, and
Developmental Biology
Mechanical Engineering
Modern Greek

Modern Middle East Studies
Modern Tibetan

Music

Naval Science

Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations

Persian

Philosophy

Physics

Political Science

Polish

Punjabi

Portuguese

Psychology

Religious Studies
Romanian
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RSEE
RUSS
SAST
SBCR
SCIE
SKRT
SLAV
SNHL
SOCY
SPAN
SPEC
STAT
STCY
SWAH
TAML
TBTN
THST
TKSH
UKRN
USAF
VIET
WGSS

‘WLOF
YORU
ZULU
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Russian and East European Studies
Russian

South Asian Studies
Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian
Science

Sanskrit

Slavic Languages and Literatures
Sinhala

Sociology

Spanish

Special Divisional Major
Statistics

Study of the City

Kiswahili

Tamil

Classical Tibetan

Theater Studies

Turkish

Ukrainian

Aerospace Studies

Vietnamese

Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies

Wolof

Yorubd

isiZulu



A MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN OF
YALE COLLEGE

We officially call this publication Yale College Programs of Study, but generations of
students and faculty have known it simply as the Blue Book. A compendium of roughly
2,000 courses to be offered in Yale College in 2015—2016, the Blue Book is a resource to
use. Bookmark pages you wish to return to; browse the subjects that you find yourself
called to. Let the Blue Book be your key to the renowned faculty at Yale, through whose
courses you will develop the intellectual knowledge, skills, and sense of citizenship that
will serve you all the days of your lives.

Of course, a listing of individual courses does not constitute an education. To help
shape that education, we offer you the counsel of faculty and deans and the guiding
principles of our distributional requirements, but in the end we are counting on you

to explore your old passions and new interests in ways that will lead you to become
cultivated citizens of the world. Our expectation is that when you leave Yale, you will
not only have acquired a trained mind, broadened knowledge, and a greater sense of
citizenship; you also will have come to a deeper understanding of the continuing joy of
disciplined learning.

‘We hope that perusing the pages of this catalog will stir you to consider courses of
study that you had never before imagined and lead you deeper into intellectual worlds
you already have explored. The Blue Book represents the heart and soul of what

the Yale faculty holds in promise for you. It comes to you with our best wishes for a
successful year.

Jonathan Holloway

Dean of Yale College

Edmund S. Morgan Professor of History, African
American Studies, and American Studies



I. YALE COLLEGE

The Undergraduate Curriculum

Yale College, founded in 1701, is a coeducational undergraduate institution offering
instruction in the liberal arts and sciences to about 5,200 students. The College is the
oldest and the largest school of the University, which also comprises the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences and ten professional schools.

Yale College offers a liberal arts education, one that aims to cultivate a broadly
informed, highly disciplined intellect without specifying in advance how that intellect
will be used. Such an approach to learning regards college as a phase of exploration, a
place for the exercise of curiosity and an opportunity for the discovery of new interests
and abilities. The College does not seek primarily to train students in the particulars
of a given career, although some students may elect to receive more of that preparation
than others. Instead, its main goal is to instill knowledge and skills that students can
bring to bear in whatever work they eventually choose. This philosophy of education
corresponds with that expressed in the Yale Report of 1828, which draws a distinction
between “expanding [the mind’s] powers, and storing it with knowledge.” Acquiring
facts is important, but learning how to think critically and creatively in a variety of ways
takes precedence.

To ensure that study is neither too narrowly focused nor too diffuse, the College
stands behind the principle of distribution of studies as strongly as it supports the
principle of concentration. It requires that study be characterized, particularly in

the earlier years, by a reasonable diversity of subject matter and approach, and in

the later years by concentration in one of the major programs or departments. In
addition, the College requires that all students take courses in certain foundational
skills —writing, quantitative reasoning, and foreign language — that hold the key to
opportunities in later study and later life. People who fail to develop these skills at an
early stage unknowingly limit their futures. In each skill, students are required to travel
some further distance from where they were in high school for the reason that these
competences mature and deepen. The best high school writer is still not the writer he
or she could be; students who do not use their mathematics or foreign language skills
in college commonly lose abilities they once had, and can graduate knowing less than
when they arrived.

In a time of increasing globalization, both academic study of the international world
and firsthand experience of foreign cultures are crucial. No Yale College student can
afford to remain ignorant of the forces that shape our world. Yale College urges all of its
students to consider a summer, a term, or a year abroad sometime during their college
careers.

A student working toward a bachelor’s degree takes four or five courses each term,
and normally receives the B.A. or B.S. degree after completing thirty-six term courses
or their equivalent in eight terms of enrollment. To balance structure with latitude,
and to achieve a balance of breadth and depth, a candidate for the bachelor’s degree
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is required, in completing the thirty-six term courses, to fulfill the distributional
requirements described in this bulletin as well as the requirements of a major program.

ADVISING

What students ultimately take away from their four years at Yale largely depends on
the careful planning they apply to their programs of study. It would be premature —
and unrealistic — for beginning students to map out a fixed schedule of courses for the
subsequent four years, yet it is advisable that they think ahead and make plans for the
terms to come. There will be time and opportunity for students to revise such plans as
their academic ideas develop.

Yale College does not prescribe a set program of study, in the belief that students
who select their own courses are inevitably more engaged with them. As students
shape their educational goals it is important that they seek informed advice, and the
best advising happens when students and advisers share a foundation of common
intellectual interests.

For incoming students, who have not yet developed relationships with academic
advisers, Yale College furnishes a unique constellation of advising linked to the
residential colleges. Parts of this constellation include the residential college deans,
freshman academic advisers, and freshman (peer) counselors. It is not any one
adviser’s job to mandate a particular set of courses, but rather to help students gather
information in order to craft an effective program of study.

After freshman year, the selection of academic advisers is contingent on the student's
intended major field. Sophomores who plan to major in the humanities or the social
sciences select a sophomore adviser from among the Yale College faculty; those who
plan to major in the sciences, engineering, or mathematics select as their adviser the
designated representative in their potential major, often the director of undergraduate
studies. The academic adviser for juniors and seniors in most majors is the director of
undergraduate studies or a designated departmental representative. Moreover, seniors
in most majors have the opportunity to select a senior essay or senior project adviser
from among the faculty members in their major department or program.

In addition to these advisers, students often seek advice about academics, internship
and research opportunities, student life, study abroad, and postgraduation options
from other offices on campus, including the Center for International and Professional
Experience, the Health Professions Advisory Board, the Office of Career Strategy, the
University Libraries, the Yale College Dean’s Office, and the cultural centers.

Distributional Requirements

The distributional requirements, described below, are intended to assure that all
graduates of Yale College have an acquaintance with a broad variety of fields of
inquiry and approaches to knowledge. These requirements are the only specific rules
limiting the selection of courses outside a student’s major program. By themselves,
the distributional requirements constitute a minimal education, not a complete one,
and represent the least that an educated person should seck to know. They are to be
embraced as starting points, not goals.
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DISTRIBUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE BACHELOR’S
DEGREE

Students must fulfill disciplinary area requirements by taking no fewer than two course
credits in the humanities and arts, two in the sciences, and two in the social sciences.
Students must also fulfill skills requirements by taking at least two course credits

in quantitative reasoning, two course credits in writing, and courses to further their
foreign language proficiency. Depending on their level of accomplishment in foreign
languages at matriculation, students may fulfill this last requirement with one, two, or
three courses or by certain combinations of course work and approved study abroad.

Area requirement in the humanities and arts (two course credits) Study of

the humanities and arts — those subjects that explore the broad range of human
thought, expression, and endeavor — cultivates an educated recognition of the greatest
accomplishments of the past and enriches the capacity to participate fully in the life of
our time. Exploration of other civilizations, ancient and modern, gives students insight
into the experiences of others and informs critical examination of their own culture.
Those who create or perform works of art experience firsthand the joy and discipline of
artistic expression. By rigorously and systematically examining the value and purpose
of all that surrounds them, students of the humanities and arts can acquire essential
preparation for many different kinds of careers. But independently of any particular
application, study of these subjects fosters understanding of, and delight in, the reach
and sweep of the human spirit.

Area requirement in the sciences (two course credits) Acquiring a broad view of what
science is, what it has achieved, and what it might continue to achieve is an essential
component of a college education. Close study of a science develops critical faculties
that educated citizens need. These include an ability to evaluate the opinions of experts,
to distinguish special pleading and demagoguery from responsible science, and to
realize which things are known and which unknown —which are knowable and which
unknowable — to science. The theoretical inquiry, experimental analysis, and firsthand
problem solving inseparable from studying a science give rise to new modes of thought.
To know science is to appreciate a thousand intricacies in nature and the universe,
which are hidden from casual observation but which, once revealed, lend richness to
everyday life.

Area requirement in the social sciences (two course credits) Insights gained through
the study of the social sciences take on a critical significance at a time when the world’s
population is increasing rapidly and diverse cultures are coming into closer contact

and even conflict. Among the major subjects of inquiry in the social sciences are
international and area studies. Those who have been educated in the United States
ought especially to acquire knowledge of the societies of Africa, Latin America, Asia,
the Middle East, and eastern and western Europe, as well as broaden their familiarity
with the range of cultures in North America. Questions of class, gender, public health,
justice, and identity are also central to work in the social sciences. Methods in the social
sciences test for connections between the familiar and the exotic, the traditional and the
contemporary, the individual and the group, the predicted result and the anomalous
outcome. Social science theories propose explanations for the entire range of human
phenomena: from governments and economies to social organizations, communicative
systems, cultural practices, and the psychology of individuals.
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Skills requirement in foreign language (at least one course, depending on
preparation) The study of languages has long been one of the distinctive and defining
features of a liberal arts education, and in the world of the twenty-first century,
knowledge of more than one language is increasingly important. The benefits of
language study include enhanced understanding of how languages work, often
resulting in heightened sophistication in the use of one’s own language; unmediated
access to texts otherwise available only in translation, or not at all; and the ability to
recognize and cross cultural barriers.

All Yale College students are required to engage in study of a foreign language,
regardless of the level of proficiency at the time of matriculation. Depending on
their preparation, students take one, two, or three terms of foreign language study
to fulfill the distributional requirement. Students may complete an approved study
abroad program in lieu of intermediate or advanced language study at Yale. Details
of the foreign language distributional requirement are listed under Distributional
Requirements (p. 33) in the Academic Regulations (p. 33).

Skills requirement in quantitative reasoning (two course credits) The mental

rigor resulting from quantitative study has been celebrated since ancient times, and
applications of quantitative methods have proven critical to many different disciplines.
Mathematics and statistics are basic tools for the natural and the social sciences, and
they have become useful in many of the humanities as well. Information technology
and the rigorous dissection of logical arguments in any discipline depend on algorithms
and formal logical constructs. An educated person must be able to use quantitative
information to make, understand, and evaluate arguments.

Many quantitative reasoning courses are taught through the departments of
Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science. Such courses may also be found in
Astronomy; Chemistry; Economics; Engineering; Environmental Studies; Geology
and Geophysics; Global Affairs; Linguistics; Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental
Biology; Philosophy; Physics; Political Science; Psychology; and Sociology.

Skills requirement in writing (two course credits) The ability to write well is one
of the hallmarks of a liberal education and is indispensable to advanced research in
most disciplines. As students strengthen their writing skills, they develop intellectual
practices that distinguish active from passive learners.

The English department in particular offers many courses that focus on writing clearly
and cogently, and courses in other departments stress writing skills within the context
of their disciplines. Over 130 courses, spanning approximately 4o different academic
programs, give special attention to writing. Such courses, designated WR in the course
listings, do not necessarily require more writing than other courses; rather, they provide
more help with writing assignments. Some characteristics of WR courses include
writing to discover ideas, learning from model essays, detailed feedback, and reviewing
writing in small groups. Note that credit toward the writing requirement cannot be
earned in courses in creative writing (specifically poetry, fiction, and playwriting) nor in
courses conducted in a language other than English.
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Major Programs

All candidates for a bachelor’s degree in Yale College must elect a major program.

The requirements for a major are described in general terms in the sections below,

and in more detail under Subjects of Instruction. Students plan a schedule of courses
in their major in consultation with a representative of the department or program
concerned, and must secure the consultant’s written approval. Students should
acquaint themselves fully with all the requirements of the major they plan to enter,
considering not only the choice of courses in the current term but also the plan of their
entire work in the last two or three years in college

Students seeking the B.S. or the B.A. degree with a major in science are expected

to declare their majors at the beginning of sophomore year, although a student

who has completed the prerequisites may elect a science major later. Sophomores
interested in majoring in science should have their schedules approved by the director
of undergraduate studies or the adviser designated by the department. Students seeking
the B.A. degree with a major in a field other than a science typically declare their major
at the beginning of the junior year. In the sophomore year these students’ schedules are
signed by a sophomore adviser, chosen by the student, with whom the program has
been discussed.

SELECTION OF A MAJOR

In designing a program of study, the student ought to plan for depth of concentration
as well as breadth of scope. To study a subject in depth can be one of the most
rewarding and energizing of human experiences, and can form the basis of the interests
and occupations of a lifetime. Knowledge advances by specialization, and one can gain
some of the excitement of discovery by pressing toward the outer limits of what is
known in a particular field. Intense study of a seemingly narrow area of investigation
may disclose ramifications and connections that alter perspectives on other subjects.
Such study also sharpens judgment and acquaints a person with processes by which
new truths can be found.

In order to gain exposure to this kind of experience, students must elect and complete
a major, that is, the subject in which they will work more intensively than in any other.
Yale College offers more than seventy possible majors (p. 90). The department

or program concerned sets the requirements for each major, which are detailed under
Subjects of Instruction.

Some students will have made a tentative choice of a major before entering college.
Others will have settled on a general area— for example, the natural sciences or the
humanities — without being certain of the specific department or program of their
major. Still others will be completely undecided. Many students who arrive with their
minds made up change them after a year or two. Even students who feel certain of their
choices should keep open the possibility of a change. In selecting courses during their
first two years, students should bear in mind not only the distributional requirements,
but also the need for some exploration of the subjects to which they feel drawn.

THE MAJOR (B.A. OR B.S.)

A major program usually includes twelve term courses in the same area, progressing
from introductory to advanced work, which become the focus of a student’s program
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in the junior and senior years. Majors are offered by departments, interdepartmental
programs, or interdisciplinary programs. In many departments and programs, a limited
number of courses in related fields may be offered in fulfillment of the requirements

for the major. Many majors have prerequisites of two or more term courses taken in the
freshman and sophomore years.

In all majors, the student must satisfy a senior requirement, usually a senior essay,
senior project, or senior departmental examination. In an intensive major, the student
must fulfill additional requirements, such as taking a prescribed seminar, tutorial, or
graduate course, or completing some other project in the senior year.

SPECIAL DIVISIONAL MAJORS

A Special Divisional Major affords an alternative for the student whose academic
interests cannot be met within one of the existing major programs. Such students may,
with the approval of the Committee on Honors and Academic Standing, design special
majors of their own in consultation with members of the faculty and in accordance with
the procedures (p. 636) outlined under Subjects of Instruction. A Special Divisional
Major may not be offered as one of two majors.

The Residential Colleges

The most conspicuous advantage of a university is that it presents students with a great
breadth of learning and gives them access to scholars who are engaged not only in
communicating knowledge but also in discovering it. But the potential disadvantages
of a large university are that its size and complexity may discourage communication,
and that teachers and students may become less of a challenge to each other. In such an
event, the discovery of new knowledge suffers as much as do teaching and learning.

In order to mitigate such disadvantages as it grew from a small college into a modern
research university, Yale established residential colleges. Initially made possible through
gifts from Edward Stephen Harkness, B.A. 1897, the colleges are more than living
quarters; they are small communities of men and women whose members know one
another well and learn from one another. Each college has its own dining hall, library,
common rooms, extracurricular activity spaces, and intramural athletic teams, and each
college celebrates the progress of the academic year with various festivities, concerts,
and dramatic presentations.

There are twelve colleges: Berkeley, Branford, Calhoun, Davenport, Timothy Dwight,
Jonathan Edwards, Morse, Pierson, Saybrook, Silliman, Ezra Stiles, and Trumbull. At
the head of each college is a resident master; and in each college a dean advises students
on both academic and nonacademic matters. Associated with the master and the dean
as fellows are about fifty additional members of the University drawn from different
departments and schools. A few fellows reside in the college; others have offices there.

In the summer before arrival, each freshman is assigned to one of the twelve residential
colleges. Most freshmen reside in a quadrangle known as the Old Campus. Whether
freshmen live there or elsewhere on campus, they participate fully in the life of their
residential college. All freshmen and sophomores are required to live on campus, and
most juniors and seniors choose to do so. Whether they live on campus or off, students
normally remain members of the same college throughout their undergraduate careers.
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International Experience

While students can be introduced to the dynamics of a globalizing world through

the course offerings at Yale, experience abroad is an invaluable complement to
academic training. Such experience may include course work at foreign universities,
intensive language training, directed research, independent projects, internships,
laboratory work, and volunteer service. Yale College provides a variety of international
opportunities during term time, summers, and postgraduation, as well as a large and
growing number of fellowships to support students abroad.

Students can visit the Center for International and Professional Experience (http://
cipe.yalecollege.yale.edu) to explore options for study abroad, search for international
internships and careers, and seek funding for study, research, and work experiences
off campus. Summer courses abroad are offered by Yale Summer Session (http://
summer.yale.edu) and by eligible outside programs through Summer Abroad (http://
www.yale.edu/studyabroad). Students on financial aid may be eligible for summer
funding through the International Summer Award program (http://www.yale.edu/
yalecollege/international/funding/isa).

YEAR OR TERM ABROAD

In recognition of the special value of formal study abroad, Yale College allows juniors
and second-term sophomores to earn a full year or term of credit toward the bachelor’s
degree through the Year or Term Abroad program. Participation in the program
provides students the opportunity to approach academic study through a different
cultural perspective and, most significantly, to speak, write, and learn in a foreign
language. Students apply to the Yale College Committee on the Year or Term Abroad
for approval of a program of study abroad. The pertinent application procedures

and regulations are listed under Special Arrangements (p. 65) in the Academic
Regulations. Additional information is available from the Study Abroad office in

the Center for International and Professional Experience (http://www.yale.edu/
studyabroad).

YALE-IN-LONDON

The Yale-in-London program offers spring-term courses in British culture and society
at the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art, located in central London. The
program is open to undergraduates, carries full Yale course credit, and counts as a
term of enrollment. Instruction is designed to take advantage of the cultural resources
of London and its environs, with regular field trips (including overnight stays) to
museums, historic houses, and other sites of interest. Accommodations are provided
for students in shared apartments. Further information is available on the program’s
Web site (http://britishart.yale.edu/education/yale-college-students/yale-in-london),
or from the Yale-in-London office at the Yale Center for British Art, or by e-mail to
yaleinlondon @yale.edu.

YALE-IN-LONDON SUMMER PROGRAM

Yale-in-London offers two overlapping summer sessions at the Paul Mellon Centre for
Studies in British Art, each lasting six weeks. There are two courses in each session,
with topics in history, history of art, architecture, literature, and drama. The courses
are open to undergraduates and carry full Yale course credit, although enrollment
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in Yale-in-London summer session does not count as a term of enrollment in Yale
College. Overnight field trips may be included. Accommodations are provided.
Course descriptions and further information are available on the program’s Web
site (http://britishart.yale.edu/education/yale-college-students/yale-in-london),
or from the Yale-in-London office at the Yale Center for British Art, or by e-mail to
yaleinlondon @yale.edu.

THE MACMILLAN CENTER

The Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale

is the University’s focal point for encouraging and coordinating teaching and research
on international affairs and on societies and cultures around the world. It brings
together scholars from relevant schools and departments to provide comparative and
problem-oriented teaching and research on regional, international, and global issues.
The MacMillan Center provides six undergraduate majors: African Studies, East Asian
Studies, Latin American Studies, Modern Middle East Studies, Russian and East
European Studies, and South Asian Studies. Language training is integral to each of the
majors.

The MacMillan Center invites visiting scholars to Yale each year from a range of
disciplines and countries; awards financial support to Yale students studying languages
or traveling abroad; and sponsors lectures, conferences, workshops, symposia, films,
and art events. The Center also produces The MacMillan Report, an Internet show

that features Yale faculty in international and area studies. Further information about
the MacMillan Center is available on the Center’s Web site (http://www.yale.edu/
macmillan).

JACKSON INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL AFFAIRS

The Jackson Institute’s mission is to inspire and prepare Yale students for global
citizenship and leadership. The Institute administers the undergraduate major in
Global Affairs, with tracks in international development and international security.
In addition, the Institute offers a number of courses that are open to students in Yale
College, including GLBL 101, Gateway to Global Affairs.

Each year the Jackson Institute hosts Senior Fellows, leading practitioners and experts
in global affairs who teach courses, give public lectures, and are available to consult
with students on their career plans. The Jackson Institute’s career services office serves
as a resource for Yale College students contemplating careers in public service and other
areas of global affairs. For further information, consult the Institute’s Web site (http://
jackson.yale.edu).

Yale Summer Session

Yale Summer Session offers courses in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.
Several summer courses, including language courses, are taught abroad, and some
courses are taught on line. Courses in the Summer Session are in most cases similar

to courses offered during the regular academic year, but in a more concentrated and
intensive form. Yale College students may, if they wish, receive credit in Yale College for
work successfully completed in Yale Summer Session. There are no auditing privileges



26 Yale College Programs of Study 2015—2016

in Yale Summer Session. Further information is available from the Yale Summer
Session office or on the Summer Session Web site (http://summer.yale.edu).

Special Programs
DIRECTED STUDIES

Directed Studies is a selective freshman interdisciplinary program in Western
civilization. One hundred twenty-five freshmen are admitted to the program each fall.

The Literature, Philosophy, and History and Politics tracks of Directed Studies together
comprise one coherent program of study, and students must enroll in all three tracks
simultaneously. Successful completion of the fall-term Directed Studies courses is a
prerequisite to enrolling in the spring-term courses.

The Freshman Web site (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/content/directed-studies-ds)
describes the program and explains the application procedure. Additional information
is available on the program’s Web site (http://www.yale.edu/directedstudies).

FRESHMAN SEMINAR PROGRAM

The Freshman Seminar program offers first-year students the opportunity to enroll

in small classes with some of Yale’s most eminent faculty members. Roughly fifty
freshman seminars across a wide range of subjects are offered every year, in both fall
and spring terms. Some seminars provide an introduction to a particular field of study;
others take an interdisciplinary approach to a variety of topics. Whatever the subject
and method of instruction, all seminars are designed with freshmen in mind and
provide a context for developing relationships with faculty members and peers.

A description of the program and application procedures can be viewed on the
program’s Web site (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/content/freshman-seminar-
program-2).

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE SEMINARS

The Residential College Seminar program, instituted in 1968, is devoted to the
development of innovative courses that fall outside traditional departmental structures.
The instructors for the seminar program are drawn from the University community
and from the region, including individuals outside academic life such as writers, artists,
participants in government and the public sector, and experts from the arts and the
media. The college seminar program encourages innovative courses, and student
committees in the residential colleges play a significant role in selecting seminars, but
all courses in the program must satisfy standard requirements for academic credit in
Yale College and must be approved by the relevant faculty committees that oversee the
curriculum.

Each residential college sponsors at least one seminar each term. Additional seminars
are occasionally sponsored directly by the program and are equally open to students
from all residential colleges. Descriptions of the seminars are found on the program’s
Web site (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/academics/special-academic-programs/
residential-college-seminar-program).
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THE DEVANE LECTURES

The DeVane Lectures are a special series of lectures that are open to the general

public as well as to students and to other members of the Yale community. They were
established in 1969 in honor of William Clyde DeVane, Dean of Yale College from
1939 to 1963. The next set of DeVane Lectures will be offered in spring 2016. Nicholas
Christakis, Sol Goldman Family Professor of Social and Natural Science, Department
of Sociology, will offer “Health of the Public: Medicine and Disease in Social Context.”
Details of the course are listed under DeVane Lecture Course (p. 224) in Subjects of
Instruction. Supplementary meetings will be held for those students taking the lectures
for credit.

RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS (ROTC)

Yale hosts both Naval and Air Force ROTC units, which offer qualified Yale College
students an opportunity to pursue their regular Yale degrees while also preparing for
leadership positions in the United States Air Force, Navy, or Marine Corps. Regardless
of financial need, participating students may receive significant help in meeting the
costs of a Yale education. Further information about the Air Force ROTC program can
be found on the Yale AFROTC Web site (http://afrotc.yalecollege.yale.edu) or under
Aerospace Studies (p. 92) in Subjects of Instruction. Further information about

the Naval ROTC program (including the Marine Corps program) can be found on
the Yale NROTC Web site (http://nrotc.yalecollege.yale.edu) or under Naval Science
(p. 532) in Subjects of Instruction. Students not matriculated at Yale who are
participating in a Yale ROTC program as part of a cross-town arrangement are subject
to Yale College’s Undergraduate Regulations (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/campus-life/
undergraduate-regulations).

FRANCIS WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE

The Francis Writer-in-Residence in Yale College is a distinguished writer of nonfiction
who teaches either one or two courses each academic year. He or she is actively engaged
with undergraduate life and serves as an academic mentor through seminars, readings,
meetings with students, and other activities. The Francis Writer-in-Residence for 2015—
2016 is Anne Fadiman.

ROSENKRANZ WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE

The Rosenkranz Writer-in-Residence in Yale College is a distinguished professional
writer, chosen from fiction writers, playwrights, critics, journalists, screenwriters,
essayists, poets, and social commentators. Both as a fellow of a residential college and
as an instructor of one or two courses in each academic year, the Rosenkranz Writer-
in-Residence meets formally and informally with students through classes and through
readings and extracurricular activities. The Rosenkranz Writer-in-Residence for 2015—
2016 is Louise Gliick.

YALE JOURNALISM INITIATIVE

The Yale Journalism Initiative brings a distinguished writer to campus to teach an
advanced journalism seminar, ENGL 467. Students who complete the seminar may
apply to become Yale Journalism Scholars, a distinction that provides access to summer
support for internships, career counseling with a journalism specialist in the Writing
Center, and invitations to meet professional journalists at events both on and off
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campus. For more information on the initiative or on becoming a Journalism Scholar,
see the Journalism Initiative Web site (http://writing.yalecollege.yale.edu/yale-
journalism-initiative).

EDUCATION STUDIES UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARS
PROGRAM

The Education Studies Undergraduate Scholars program establishes an
interdisciplinary cohort of scholars who are interested in education practice, policy,
and/or research. Each Scholar completes electives within the Education Studies
curriculum, a summer or academic-year field experience, and a senior capstone
project. Education Studies Scholars also explore educational topics through symposia
led by Yale faculty and advising relationships with mentors. Students may apply to
the Education Studies Undergraduate Scholars program in their sophomore year.
The prerequisite for applying is EDST 110, Foundations in Education Studies. For
more information, see the program’s Web site (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/content/
education-studies).

ENERGY STUDIES UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Yale Climate & Energy Institute (YCEI) sponsors the Energy Studies Undergraduate
Scholars program. The program promotes a multidisciplinary approach to the linked
challenges of energy and climate, and provides students with training in the science
and technology of energy, the environmental and social impacts of energy production
and use, and the economics, planning, and regulation of energy systems and markets.
Energy Studies Scholars acquire the broad knowledge and skills needed for advanced
studies and for leadership in energy-related fields. Further information is available on
the program’s Web site (http://climate.yale.edu/prog-init/energy-studies).

SPECIAL ACADEMIC PROGRAM IN HUMAN RIGHTS

The Special Academic Program in Human Rights seeks to equip students with

an academic foundation from which to engage meaningfully with human rights
scholarship and practice. The program is based on an understanding that human rights
constitutes a rich and interdisciplinary field of study, drawing on bodies of work in
history, literature, economics, political science, philosophy, anthropology, law, and
area studies. The program provides students with relevant analytical, conceptual, and
practical skills; connects students to affiliated faculty and peers; supports student
research projects and internship opportunities; and offers career guidance in the

field. For more information see the Human Rights program Web site (http://
humanrights.yale.edu).

GLOBAL HEALTH STUDIES PROGRAM

The Global Health Studies program is designed for students interested in
understanding and addressing pressing global health challenges. Although courses in
global health are open to all undergraduates, students desiring greater depth in the
field are encouraged to apply to become a Global Health Fellow (GHF). Fellows are
typically selected in the fall of their sophomore year although, in exceptional cases,
juniors may also be accepted. GHFs complete an interdisciplinary course of study that
includes required and elective courses and fieldwork (e.g., internships with NGOs,

or field-based research either with faculty or independently with faculty guidance).
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In the summer after junior year, GHFs conduct their own independent global health
fieldwork, for which they receive support in the form of course work, designated
funding, and mentorship from an assigned global health faculty adviser. During

their senior year, GHFs are expected to incorporate their fieldwork and classroom
experiences into their senior requirement and to develop a publication-worthy written
product. Additional information can be found on the program’s Web site (http://
ghi.yale.edu).

CENTER FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

The Yale Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) provides an array of teaching,
tutoring, writing, and technology-enabled learning programs distributed across the
University. The Center supports effective course design and promotes evidence-based
teaching methods for University instructors, including faculty and teaching assistants.
The Center also supports student learning and provides opportunities for students to
develop as teachers, mentors, and leaders. Both the Center for Language Study and the
Yale College Writing Center are included as units within the CTL. More information is
available on the Web site (http://ctl.yale.edu) of the Center for Teaching and Learning.

CENTER FOR LANGUAGE STUDY

The Center for Language Study (CLS), a unit of the Center for Teaching and Learning,
provides resources for students of foreign languages and for language courses. The CLS
also provides support for nonnative speakers of English through its English Language
Program. For undergraduates enrolled in a foreign language course, the CLS offers peer
tutoring in the target language. For students in Yale College and in the graduate and
professional schools, the CLS offers specialized language programs such as Directed
Independent Language Study (http://cls.yale.edu/dils) (DILS) for the study of
languages not taught at Yale, and the Fields program (http://cls.yale.edu/fields) for
discipline-specific and advanced language study. For professional school students,

the CLS offers courses in language for special purposes, such as Spanish or Chinese

for medical professionals. All language learners at Yale have access to CLS facilities,
including its study rooms and multimedia labs. For more information, including hours,
a list of resources, and information about Yale’s foreign language requirement and
placement testing, see the Center’s Web site (http://cls.yale.edu).

EXPOSITORY WRITING

The Yale College Writing Center, a unit of the Center for Teaching and Learning,
supports a range of courses and tutoring services to help undergraduates improve
their writing. The English department offers several courses specifically designed to
prepare students for writing throughout the University, and other departments in
the humanities, social sciences, and sciences complement this offering with courses
(designated WR in the course listings) that give special attention to the conventions
and expectations of writing in particular disciplines.

Beyond the regular departmental offerings, the Writing Center provides several
ways for students to get help with writing. The most important of these is the
presence of a Writing Tutor in each residential college. Tutors meet with students on
a one-to-one basis to discuss rough drafts of work in progress, research techniques,
revision strategies, or other matters relevant to effective writing. Tutors can help with
any writing project: senior essays, course papers, graduate school and fellowship
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applications, or anything intended for publication. The Writing Partners, another
resource, are undergraduate and graduate students who ofter drop-in help to
students at any stage of writing. Finally, the Writing Center Web site (http://
writing.yalecollege.yale.edu/using-sources) offers information on using sources
effectively and avoiding plagiarism.

The Yale College Writing Center is maintained through the continuing support of

the Bass family, the Newhouse Foundation, and other foundations. Its mission is to
encourage excellence in writing and the use of writing for learning throughout the
College. More detailed information is available on the Writing Center Web site (http://
writing.yalecollege.yale.edu).

SCIENCE AND QUANTITATIVE REASONING TUTORS

Tutoring programs for science and quantitative reasoning courses are offered through
the Center for Teaching and Learning. The Residential College Math and Science
Tutoring program offers tutoring in the residential colleges to all Yale College students.
Tutoring is available at scheduled times and on a walk-in basis, and is provided in all
areas of math and science as well as in economics. Information about tutoring can be
found at each residential college dean’s office and on the Residential College Math and
Science Tutoring Web site (http://science.yalecollege.yale.edu/residential-college-
math-science).

To assist students who require more personalized or longer-term support, the Center
for Teaching and Learning also administers a Science and QR Tutoring program. This
program provides individual tutoring to undergraduates in the full range of science and
quantitative disciplines, including economics. Any student enrolled in Yale College who
is experiencing academic difficulty in a course, as confirmed by the instructor, is eligible
for up to ten hours of tutoring per course each term free of charge. Further information
is available at each residential college dean’s office and on the CTL Web site (http://
science.yalecollege.yale.edu/science-quantitative-reasoning-1).

RESOURCE OFFICE ON DISABILITIES

To ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to make the most of their Yale
education, the Resource Office on Disabilities facilitates individual accommodations for
students with disabilities, and works to remove physical and attitudinal barriers to their
full participation in the University community. The office provides technical assistance,
information, and disability awareness training to any member of the Yale community.

Current and prospective students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the
Resource Office on Disabilities to schedule a meeting with staft at 35 Broadway (rear
entrance), room 222. Inquiries can be made by mail to Resource Office on Disabilities,
Yale University, P.O. Box 208305, New Haven, CT 06520-8305, or by phone at (203)
432-2324. Additional information is available on the Resource Office Web site (http://
www.yale.edu/rod).

SIMULTANEOUS AWARD OF THE BACHELOR’S AND
MASTER’S DEGREES

Yale College students with appropriate qualifications may enroll in courses in the
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Such enrollment requires permission of the
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course’s instructor and of the director of graduate studies of the department in which
the course is offered.

A limited number of students of demonstrated ability may undertake graduate work
that will qualify them for the simultaneous award of the bachelor’s and master’s
degrees at the end of their senior year. Details of the requirements are listed under
Special Arrangements (p. 65) in the Academic Regulations (p. 33).

COMBINED BACHELOR’S AND MASTER’S DEGREE
PROGRAMS IN THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS

Well-qualified students may be able to structure their undergraduate programs so as
to become eligible for a master’s degree in Public Health, Forestry & Environmental
Studies, or Music after one additional year of graduate study at Yale. For more
information see the respective program descriptions in Subjects of Instruction.

ELI WHITNEY STUDENTS PROGRAM

The Eli Whitney Students program is designed for individuals with high academic
potential who seek to obtain a bachelor of arts or bachelor of science degree from Yale
College and who may need to study on a part-time basis. The program enrolls a small
number of students who have demonstrated leadership and maturity and who enrich
Yale College through their life experience, sense of purpose, and character.

A minimum of eighteen course credits from Yale as a matriculated student is required,
and the degree must be completed within seven years. The program is described more
fully under Eli Whitney Students Program (p. 77) in the Academic Regulations

(p- 33). Additional information is available on the program’s Web site (http://
admissions.yale.edu/eli-whitney).

YALE VISITING INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM

The Yale Visiting International Student program (Y-VISP) invites selected
undergraduate students from Y-VISP partner institutions to pursue full-time study
in Yale College for one academic year. Y-VISP students maintain a full course load,
live in the residential colleges alongside Yale College students, and are fully integrated
members of Yale College’s academic, residential, and extracurricular communities. Y-
VISP oversight and governance is managed by the program’s director and the Y-VISP
Steering Committee. Additional information is available on the program’s Web site

(http://www.yale.edu/yvisp).
Honors
GENERAL HONORS

The bachelor’s degree cum laude, magna cum laude, or summa cum laude is awarded at
graduation on the basis of a student’s general performance in courses taken at Yale. At
Commencement, General Honors are awarded to no more than 30 percent of the class.
The bachelor’s degree is awarded summa cum laude to no more than the top 5 percent
of the graduating class, magna cum laude to no more than the next 10 percent of the
graduating class, cum laude to no more than the next 15 percent of the graduating class.
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Eligibility for General Honors is based on the grade point average (GPA) earned in
courses taken only at Yale, with letter grades carrying the following values:

A  4.00 B- 2.67 D+ 1.33
A- 3.67 C+ 2.33 D 1.00
B+ 3.33 C 2.00 D- 0.67
B 3.00 C- 1.67 F  o.00

Marks of CR in courses taken on a Credit/D/Fail basis are not included in the
calculation of grade point averages. Marks of W, for Withdrawal, carry no course credit,
and do not figure in a grade point average.

DISTINCTION IN THE MAJOR

Distinction in the Major is conferred at graduation on any senior who, on nomination
by the student’s department or program, and with the concurrence of the Committee
on Honors and Academic Standing, merits such an award for the quality of work
completed in the major subject.

Distinction is awarded to students who have earned grades of A or A— in three-quarters
of the credits in the major subject or program and who have earned a grade of A or A—
on the senior departmental examination, senior essay, or senior project. All courses
taken for the major are included in these calculations for Distinction in the Major.
Grades of F and marks of CR in courses taken Credit/D/Fail are included as non-A
grades. Marks of W, for Withdrawal, carry no course credit, and do not figure in the
calculation for Distinction.

PHI BETA KAPPA

Election to Phi Beta Kappa is based on the percentage of grades of A earned at Yale.
The grade point average (GPA) is not a factor. Marks of CR in courses taken Credit/
D/Fail are counted as non-A grades. Marks of W, for Withdrawal, carry no course
credit, and do not figure in the calculation for Phi Beta Kappa. Grades earned outside
Yale, including those earned during study abroad other than at Yale-in-London, are
also not included in the calculation. Further information about the criteria for election
and about the Yale chapter can be found on the Yale Phi Beta Kappa Web site (http://
www.yale.edu/pbk/home).

PRIZES

For a list of the numerous prizes open annually to students in Yale College, consult
the Yale Prizes Web site (http://secretary.yale.edu/services-resources/lectureships-
fellowships-and-prizes).

Miscellaneous

Expenses and expected patterns of payment are described in the Undergraduate
Regulations (http://yalecollege.yale.edu/campus-life/undergraduate-regulations),
published on line by the Yale College Dean’s Office. The Undergraduate Regulations also
provides details of student coverage in the Yale Health medical plan. Information about
financing a Yale education can be found on the Web site of Student Financial Services
(http://www.yale.edu/sfas/finaid).
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Academic Regulations

As a condition of enrollment in Yale College, every student is required to comply with the
academic regulations. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with these regulations,
and an assertion of ignorance of their provisions cannot be accepted as a basis for an exception
to them. No student or group of students should expect to be warned individually to conform
to any of the regulations contained in this publication. Students are advised to pay special
attention to all deadlines given in the academic regulations. Students who have questions or
concerns about these regulations should consult with their residential college dean.

A. Requirements for the B.A. or B.S. Degree

To qualify for the bachelor’s degree, B.A. or B.S., a student must successfully complete
thirty-six term courses in Yale College or their equivalent. In doing so, the student must
fulfill the distributional requirements of Yale College and the requirements of a major
program. A student may normally complete no more than eight terms of enrollment in
order to fulfill these requirements.

During the terms that students are enrolled and in residence in Yale College, they
cannot be simultaneously enrolled, neither full-time nor part-time, in any other

school or college at any other institution, with the exception of other Yale University
schools that permit currently enrolled undergraduates to be admitted to programs that
have been established within Yale College. Examples of such programs include the
simultaneous award of the bachelor’s and master’s degree and the five-year B.A.-B.S/
M.P.H. degree program in Public Health. Exceptions will also be made for Yale College
students whose participation in the Reserve Officers Training Corps program requires
enrollment in courses offered outside of Yale.

Students enrolled in the Eli Whitney Students program should consult section M, Eli
Whitney Students Program (p. 77).

Students who have already earned a bachelor’s degree, at Yale or at another institution,
are not eligible for degree enrollment in Yale College.

DISTRIBUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

All students in Yale College must fulfill distributional requirements in order to

qualify for the bachelor’s degree. For a general introduction to the distributional
requirements and a definition of the disciplinary areas and skills categories, refer to the
Undergraduate Curriculum (p. 18) section.

1. Distributional requirements for the freshman, sophomore, and junior years
Students must partially fulfill the distributional requirements during the
freshman, sophomore, and junior years in order to be eligible for promotion.

Distributional requirements for the freshman year Students must have enrolled
for at least one course credit in two skills categories by the end of the second term of
enrollment in order to be eligible for promotion to sophomore standing. They may
elect no more than four course credits in a single department, and no more than six
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course credits in a single disciplinary area, except that a student taking a laboratory
course may elect as many as seven course credits in the sciences.

Note that credit from outside Yale may not be applied toward the distributional
requirements for the freshman year; accordingly, students who are permitted by
the Committee on Honors and Academic Standing to repair a deficiency in these
requirements over the summer following freshman year must do so by means of
enrollment in Yale Summer Session.

Distributional requirements for the sophomore year Students must have enrolled
for at least one course credit in each of the three disciplinary areas and for at least
one course credit in each of the three skills categories by the end of the fourth term
of enrollment in order to be eligible for promotion to junior standing.

Distributional requirements for the junior year Students must have completed all
of their skills requirements by the end of the sixth term of enrollment in order to be
eligible for promotion to senior standing.

. Multiple distributional designations Although some courses may carry more

than one distributional designation, a single course may be applied to only one
distributional requirement. For example, if a course is designated both HU and SO
it may be applied toward either the humanities and arts requirement or the social
science requirement, but not both. Similarly, if a course is designated QR and SC, it
may be applied toward either the quantitative reasoning requirement or the science
requirement, but not both.

A course with multiple distributional designations, once applied toward one
distributional requirement, may subsequently be applied toward a different
distributional requirement. During the summer after each academic year, the
University Registrar’s Office optimizes the use of each student’s completed courses
toward fulfillment of the distributional requirements.

. Foreign language distributional requirement All students are required to engage

in the study of a foreign language while enrolled in Yale College. The most
common paths to fulfillment of the foreign language distributional requirement are
illustrated in the chart at the end of this section.

Students who matriculate at Yale with no previous foreign language training must
complete three terms of instruction in a single foreign language. This requirement
is fulfilled by the completion of courses designated L1, L2, and L3.

Students who have taken the Advanced Placement examination in French, German,
Italian, or Spanish and who present scores of 5, or who have taken the Advanced
Placement examination in Latin and who present scores of 4 or 5, are recognized

as having completed the intermediate level of study. Scores of 6 or 7 on the
International Baccalaureate Advanced-Level examination are also accepted as
evidence of intermediate-level accomplishment. Students at this level fulfill the
language distributional requirement by completing one course designated Ls.
Alternatively, they may successfully complete one or more courses in a different
foreign language at least through the level designated Lo.

Students who have studied a foreign language before matriculating at Yale but
who have not achieved a score of § on the Advanced Placement test in French,
German, Italian, or Spanish, or a score of 4 or § on the Advanced Placement test in
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Latin, must take a placement test offered by the appropriate language department
or, for languages in which no departmental placement test is oftered, consult the
appropriate director of undergraduate studies. Dates and times of placement tests
are given in the Calendar for the Opening Days of College and on the Web site of the
Center for Language Study (http://cls.yale.edu). The departmental test determines
whether students place into the first, second, third, or fourth term of language
study (courses designated L1, L2, L3, or L4), or whether they qualify for language
courses beyond the fourth term of study (Ls).

Students who place into the first term of a foreign language must successfully
complete three courses in that language, designated L1, L2, and L3.

Students who matriculate at Yale able to place into the second term of a foreign
language must successfully complete three courses in that language, designated L2,
L3, and L4. Alternatively, they may successfully complete three courses in a different
foreign language at least through the level designated L3.

Students who matriculate at Yale able to place into the third term of a foreign
language must successfully complete two courses in that language, designated L3
and L4. Alternatively, they may successfully complete two or more courses in a
different foreign language at least through the level designated L3.

Students who matriculate at Yale able to place into the fourth term of a foreign
language must successfully complete one course in that language, designated L.
Alternatively, they may successfully complete one or more courses in a different
foreign language at least through the level designated L3.

Students who matriculate at Yale able to place into the fifth term of a foreign
language must successfully complete one course in that language, designated Ls.
Alternatively, they may successfully complete one or more courses in a different
foreign language at least through the level designated Lo.

Students whose secondary school transcript shows that the language of instruction
was other than English may fulfill the foreign language requirement by successfully
completing ENGL 114, 115, 120, 121, or 450. Alternatively, students in this category
may fulfill the requirement by successfully completing one or more courses in

a third language, neither English nor the language of their secondary school
instruction, at least through the level designated La.

In order to promote firsthand experience in foreign cultures and the learning

of language in real-world settings, students are permitted to apply toward the
satisfaction of the foreign language requirement the completion of an approved
study abroad program in a foreign-language-speaking setting if they have first
completed or placed out of a language course designated L2. Students seeking to
undertake study at another institution or program for this purpose must consult
the relevant director of undergraduate studies in advance of their proposed study
for advice about appropriate programs and courses, and for information about the
approval process. See section O, Credit from Other Universities (p. 81). Study
abroad may be used in place of L1 and L2 courses only if it is part of a Yale College
program, such as Yale Summer Session. Study abroad opportunities are described
in the Yale Curriculum section under the heading International Experience (p. 24).



36

Yale College Programs of Study 20152016

Intensive language courses provide the equivalent of a full year of instruction in a

single term. A course designated L1—Lz fulfills both the L1 and the L2 levels of the
foreign language distributional requirement. Similarly, a course designated L3—L4
satisfies both the L3 and the L4 levels.

Not all of the languages offered in Yale College are offered at all levels, and it may
not be possible to fulfill the language requirement in some of them. Languages
currently offered in Yale College are Akkadian, Arabic, Bengali, Bosnian-Croatian-
Serbian, Chinese, Czech, Dutch, hieroglyphic Egyptian, French, German, ancient
Greek, modern Greek, biblical Hebrew, modern Hebrew, Hindi, Hungarian,
Indonesian, isiZulu, Italian, Japanese, Khmer, Kiswahili, Korean, Latin, Persian,
Polish, Portuguese, Punjabi, Romanian, Russian, Sanskrit, Sinhala, Spanish, Tamil,
classical Tibetan, modern Tibetan, Turkish, Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Wolof, and
Yoruba. Students wishing to fulfill the foreign language requirement in a less
commonly taught language should consult the director of undergraduate studies in
the relevant department to verify that the appropriate level of study will be offered.
Students who have intermediate- or higher-level proficiency in a language other
than those listed here (including American Sign Language) should consult the
appropriate director of undergraduate studies or the director of the Center for
Language Study to arrange for a placement examination.

Students who, for medical reasons, are not able to complete the language
requirement may petition the Committee on Honors and Academic Standing

for a partial waiver of the requirement. In granting such a waiver, the committee
will normally require that a student complete four course credits in the study of a
specific non-English-speaking culture.

. Courses taken on the Credit/D/Fail basis A student may not apply any course

credit earned on the Credit/D/Fail basis toward satisfaction of the distributional
requirements for the junior year nor for the distributional requirements for the
bachelor’s degree.

. Independent study courses A student may not apply any course credit earned

through independent study courses toward satisfaction of any of the distributional
requirements.

. Acceleration credits Acceleration credits may not be employed to satisfy the

distributional requirements for the bachelor’s degree, nor may they be employed to
meet the distributional requirements for the freshman, sophomore, or junior years.

. Course credit earned at Yale before matriculation Course credit earned at Yale

before a student’s matriculation, either at Yale Summer Session or in the Nondegree
Students program while the student was enrolled as a secondary school student

in the New Haven area, may be applied to the distributional requirements for the
bachelor’s degree and to those for the sophomore and junior years, but it may not
be applied to the distributional requirements for the freshman year.

. Courses in the graduate and professional schools It is the expectation that Yale

College students, including candidates for the simultaneous award of the bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, will fulfill their distributional requirements in courses taken
in Yale College. Credit earned in a course offered in the Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences or in one of the professional schools of the University may be applied
toward the distributional requirements only if the course instructor has secured, in
advance of the term in which the course will be given, approval from Yale College.
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Instructors interested in making such an advance arrangement can contact the Dean
of Academic Affairs to be directed to the appropriate authority for such approval.

. Course credit from outside Yale Course credit earned at another university may

be applied toward the distributional requirements for the bachelor’s degree and to
those for the sophomore and junior years whether or not it is counted toward the
36-course-credit requirement for graduation. Credit from outside Yale may not be
applied toward the distributional requirements for the freshman year. See section
O, Credit from Other Universities (p. 81). Note particularly that Yale does not
award course credit or distributional credit for courses completed at another college
or university before the student graduated from secondary school.

Major programs Courses taken in fulfillment of a student’s major requirements
may be applied toward satisfaction of the distributional requirements for the
freshman, sophomore, and junior years and toward the distributional requirements
for the bachelor’s degree.

Permission for a partial waiver of the distributional requirements for the
freshman year If, with the permission of the residential college dean, a freshman
enrolls in a program of study for the first two terms of enrollment worth more than
nine course credits, the dean may waive the year limit on the number of course
credits that a student may elect in a single department or disciplinary area. Under
no circumstances may a student be promoted to sophomore standing without
having enrolled for at least one course credit in two skills categories (foreign
language, quantitative reasoning, writing).

Permission to postpone fulfillment of the distributional requirements for the
sophomore year A student may petition the Committee on Honors and Academic
Standing for permission to fulfill the distributional requirements for the sophomore
year in the fifth term of enrollment. Such a petition must be filed no later than

the date of midterm of the fourth term of enrollment; it should explain the sound
academic reasons why these requirements cannot be satisfied within four terms

of enrollment and give an exact description of how they shall be fulfilled in the

fifth term. Students who have not fulfilled the distributional requirements for the
sophomore year by the end of the fourth term of enrollment and who have not
been granted permission by the Committee on Honors and Academic Standing to
postpone their fulfillment will normally not be promoted to junior standing.

Permission to postpone fulfillment of the distributional requirements for the
junior year In exceptional circumstances, a student may petition the Committee
on Honors and Academic Standing for permission to fulfill the distributional
requirements for the junior year in the seventh term of enrollment. Such a petition,
which must include the written support of the residential college dean and, where
applicable, that of the director of undergraduate studies in the student’s major,
should be filed no later than the date on which the student’s course schedule is
due in the sixth term of enrollment; in no case will a petition be accepted later
than the date of midterm in the sixth term of enrollment. It should explain the
sound academic reasons why these requirements cannot be satisfied within six
terms of enrollment and give an exact description of how they shall be fulfilled in
the seventh term. Students who have not fulfilled the distributional requirements
for the junior year by the end of the sixth term of enrollment and who have not
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been granted permission by the Committee on Honors and Academic Standing to
postpone their fulfillment will normally not be promoted to senior standing.

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS

The requirements of the various major programs are given under the heading for
each department or program. Every major program includes a senior requirement,
which may take the form of a senior essay, a senior project, or a senior departmental
examination.

EIGHT TERMS OF ENROLLMENT

A student must complete the requirements for the bachelor’s degree in no more than
eight terms of enrollment. Terms spent on a Year or Term Abroad, or in the Yale College
program at the Paul Mellon Centre in London during a spring term, are considered the
equivalent of terms of enrollment in Yale College. Note, however, that course credits
earned in terms spent on a Year or Term Abroad may not be applied to acceleration

by the early accumulation of thirty-six course credits all earned at Yale. See section

P, Acceleration Policies (p. 84). (Attendance at the summer program at the Paul

Mellon Centre in London or Yale Summer Session does not constitute a term of
enrollment in Yale College.)

In exceptional circumstances, a student may petition the Yale College Committee

on Honors and Academic Standing for permission to enroll for an additional term.
Such a petition should be made no later than the beginning of a student’s seventh
term of enrollment; it should describe precisely, giving detailed information on
specific courses, why it is impossible for the student to complete the requirements

for a bachelor’s degree within eight terms; and it should be accompanied by detailed,
informative letters of endorsement from the student’s director of undergraduate
studies and residential college dean. The Committee on Honors and Academic
Standing cannot grant permission for a ninth term in order for a student to undertake
an optional arrangement not necessary for the acquisition of a bachelor’s degree,

such as, for example, the completion of two majors, or enrollment in the Program

for the Simultaneous Award of the Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees, or completion

of the entrance requirements for graduate or professional school. A student given
permission to enroll for a ninth term is not eligible for scholarship assistance from
Yale, although other forms of financial aid may be available. See “Financial Aid” under
“Regulations” in the Yale College online publication Undergraduate Regulations (http://
yalecollege.yale.edu/campus-life/undergraduate-regulations).

Graduation in fewer than eight terms of enrollment is possible: see section P,
Acceleration Policies (p. 84). Under no circumstances may a student graduate in
fewer than six terms of enrollment, unless the student was admitted by transfer from
another college or university. Transfer students should consult section L, Transfer
Students (p. 75).
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B. Grades

LETTER GRADES

The letter grades in Yale College are as follows:

A

A—

Excellent B+ C+ D+ F Fail
B Good C Satisfactory D Passing
B- C- D-

CREDIT/D/FAIL OPTION

In order to encourage academic exploration and to promote diversity in students’
programs, the Yale College Faculty has provided that students may elect a certain
number of courses on a Credit/D/Fail basis.

1.

Reporting of grades In all courses (except for a few professional school courses),
instructors report letter grades for all students. If the student has chosen the Credit/
D/Fail option in a course, the registrar converts grades of A, A—, B+, B, B—, C+, C,
and C- into the notation CR, which is entered on the student’s transcript. Grades
of D+, D, D—, and F are entered on the transcript as reported. A student may not be
required to disclose to the instructor of a course whether the student has enrolled in
the course for a letter grade or under the Credit/D/Fail option.

. Eligibility All courses offered in Yale College during the fall and spring terms are

available for election under the Credit/D/Fail option. Courses in Yale Summer
Session may not be taken under the Credit/D/Fail option.

. Total number of courses A student may offer as many as four course credits earned

on the Credit/D/Fail basis toward the bachelor’s degree.

. Number of courses in a term As many as two credits may be elected under the

Credit/D/Fail option in a term; thus in an academic year a student may earn as
many as four credits on the Credit/D/Fail option. In each term, a student must elect
at least two courses, representing at least two course credits, for letter grades.

. Distributional requirements A student may not apply any course credit earned on

the Credit/D/Fail basis toward satisfaction of the distributional requirements for
the junior year nor toward satisfaction of the distributional requirements for the
bachelor’s degree.

. Requirements of the major The program description of each major specifies

whether or not courses taken on the Credit/D/Fail basis count toward the
requirements of that major.

. Credit/year course sequences A