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Instructor:  Dr. Chris Healy   (phone:  294-2233,  

email:  chris.healy@furman.edu)

Office hours:  

MWF  11:30-12:20 and TR 1:00-2:15 in 200-I Riley Hall 

(and also by appointment)

Class meetings:  TR  8:30-9:45 in 204 Riley Hall

The last class is Thursday April 30, 8:30-11:00.
Textbook:  None.  Reading material will be available online.  Our first reading will be the first 5 chapters of the Global Information Technology Report, which we will discuss during the first 2 weeks.
Each student will be given a memory stick.  This will make it convenient to store your reading materials, notes and essays.  Please pay attention to class announcements, such as reading and homework assignments, on the class Web site http://cs.furman.edu/~chealy/fys1107.  
Course topics:

1. The nature of computer science and the Internet

2. The quality of Internet information

3. The quality of information technology in various countries, including:  infrastructure, Internet access, cost issues, education, and support from government and industry, obstacles to development, cultural differences
4. The international or global nature of IT, including:  trade, availability of technology, business practices, designing software for an international market, corporate espionage, privacy and free speech issues
5. Production of CS and IT professionals worldwide:  education and entrepreneurship
6. Effect of computer manufacture and consumption on the environment

7. Spinoff ideas that have resulted from IT or computer science research, such as telecommuting, GIS, embedded systems
Course goals/objectives:

1. To become a more critical reader of articles and publications
2. To corroborate, compare and combine information from various sources
3. To understand that issues usually have at least 2 sides
4. Approach subjects logically and with an open mind, to seek truth

5. To come up with your own opinions on issues rather than blindly adopting “approved” opinions
6. To gain practice in oral and written communication, and be able to lead discussions
Grade calculation:  
1/3  class participation and oral presentation(s)
1/3  essay #1 (1500-2000 words) due Thursday, February 26.
1/3  essay #2 (1500-2000 words) due Thursday, April 30.
Please note the deadline of each assignment.  If you need more time to complete an assignment, I will accept it as late if you submit it within 2 weekdays after it is due.  But you will receive a penalty of 15% for the first day and 30% (total) for the second day late.

All homework that you submit must represent your own work.  Academic dishonesty is not acceptable.  Examples are - copying someone else’s work without proper attribution; copying from another student’s essay; reusing an essay you have previously written for any class; asking someone (such as a tutor) to write portions of papers for you.  If you have any question regarding what is and what is not allowed, please don’t hesitate to ask me.  For students involved in cheating, penalties will be substantial, up to and including an automatic failing grade in the course.  The minimum penalty for cheating related to homework will be a failing grade on the assignment.  “I didn’t know it was wrong” is no excuse.  On the other hand, I encourage you to discuss questions not directly related to your graded essays with other people.

In order to appreciate all the material of the course, it is essential that you come to every class.  Students are permitted one unexcused absence.  But for each additional unexcused absence, there will be a two-point deduction from your total grade in the class.  Excused absences include illness, circumstances beyond your control, or a required extra-curricular activity in which you are an official representative of the university.  In any case, you are required to submit the appropriate written documentation to excuse an absence.  

Don’t forget the most important thing – I am here for you.  Please come to my office anytime for help or advice in this course.  In addition, if you have any suggestions on how to improve the course, especially concerning the schedule and pacing of material, I would be eager to discuss these issues with you as well.  

